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over into the pattern of feudalistic Christendom at a later
date than the rest, later by some six or eight centuries than
the more cultured lands of the South. The conquest of the
Wendish, Lithuanian and Esthonian peoples by the Teu-
tonic Order in the thirteenth century, and their reduction
to Christianity, is the last great episode in the predatory
settlement of the Fatherland by German-speaking invaders,
and the immediate consequences of the invasion and settle-
ment were of much the same character here as elsewhere.
There followed a protracted period of ruthless exploitation,
terror, disturbances, reprisals, servitude, and gradual habitu-
ation to settled allegiance, irresponsible personal rule, and
peaceable repression.

The raid came at the time when the feudal system had
reached its final development as a fighting organisation j and
since the conditions, essentially predator}', which so were
established in the lands reclaimed from paganism were
favorable to continued exploitation on a predatory footing,
the feudal spirit also continued in good vigor in this outly-
ing region longer than elsewhere in Europe, and in a much
better state of preservation. So soon as habituation to the
servile state had induced in the subject population a passably
stable spirit of allegiance to their noble masters,1 so as to
permit the forces of the community to be turned to account
for external aggression, these countries, or rather the body
of feudalistic squires in whom vested the usufruct of these
lands and their population, made their entry into the po-

feudal allegiance was greatly helped out by the change of faith.
By their conversion to Christianity the subject popukce shortly acquired
a sense of solidarity with their Christian masters.